
 

 

 

 

 

          

 

MILTON KEYNES CLUB NATIONAL – 19 MAY 2013 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
1. A request was received that the seeding of the MK Club National be 
reviewed as the event had been run as a SL over 2 runs of the same course.  
This format contravened the event regulations for a Club National (BACR Book 3 
para 6.7.2) which stipulates 2 separate races over 2 different courses, with each 
run being separately seeded.   

2. The British TD Forum is responsible for administering the BARTS Seeding 
System.  In cases where a decision is required before the next TD Forum 
meeting, the case is presented independently to 3 experienced TDs for 
consideration. 

BACKGROUND 

3. A seeding system is based upon events being comparable to each other 
so that the derived seed points reflect similar performances on similar courses.  
No seeding system is perfect.  Nevertheless, the seeding systems used in GBR 
reflect the internationally accepted methodology and protocols used by FIS. 

4. In administering the seeding systems, the TD Forum reviews the 
outcomes of every event to ensure that they meet the variety of criteria in the 
International and British Rules.  Should the TD Forum consider that an event is 
anomalous and that the results will adversely impact the fairness of the seeding 
system, it may take appropriate action. 

5. In considering the impact on the seeding system, the effect of the 
anomalous results on all registered racers is taken into account, not just the 
impact on those present at the event. 

DISCUSSION 

6. The event was conducted with an incorrect format.  Consequently, at issue 
is whether the 2 runs on the same course gave an advantage to any racers 
taking part, or disadvantaged any registered racers not present.   

7. In both the Female and Male 2nd race, the first placed racer posted a 
significantly improved time over the first placed racer in the 1st race.  Throughout 
the rest of the field, others did better, others did worse.  However, in both 
genders, a significant proportion of the fields – 25 racers in total (over ¼ of the 
overall fields) would have reduced their seed points in the 2nd race. 
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DECISION 

8. The second race resulted in an advantage for the participants due to the 
irregular format.  Whilst the results of the races should stand for prize purposes, 
the second race results must not be processed for seeding. 

COMMENT 

9. Decisions like this are very rare and are not taken on a whim.  
Nevertheless, if the seeding system is to have any credibility (despite its 
imperfections), it is necessary to maintain a common standard in the quality of 
data input to it. 

10. Whilst it would be very easy to overlook the anomaly in the format of the 
Milton Keynes CN, to do so would give unfair advantage to those taking part in 
the 2nd race, disadvantage those who were not present, and undermine the 
seeding system. 

11. The impact on the athletes who took part in good faith is very much 
regretted but it is hoped that the background information given in this note will 
enable everyone to understand why, for wider reasons, the decision had to be 
taken. 

12. People may also be wondering who was to blame.  It is not the intent to 
apportion blame as the anomaly arose from a combination of oversights, 
independently made in good faith by several individuals and organisations over 
an extended period of time.  What is clear is that lessons must be learnt.  
Measures have already been put in place to prevent a recurrence. 
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